72            BEST METHODS OF COUNTERACTING
How should we furnish this proof? Not by setting up ourselves as judges over the persons of our opponents, nor so as to do them injustice, by forgetting how many of them are upright and learned men; but by showing the influence of their tendency of thought as actually, exhibited in the collective life of Church and State since the last century, and comparing its cfl'ccts in the different spheres of society.
On an attentive consideration of the sjriril which animates our opponents as a body, the first thing which strikes us is the extraordinary overweening pride with which most of them treat all positive believers.* They lay claim to be the only representatives of science, and have repeated this so often to the people, that in Holland, Germany, and Switzerland, the greater part of the press echoes this opinion as a matter of course, and lays all " orthodoxy," {. e., belief in the Bible, under the reproach of ignorance and narrow-mindedness. And with this haughty spirit the theologians among them plentifully imbue their congregations. They flatter the spirit of the times, and puff up the "educated "consciousness of an age already intoxicated with culture, till its pride reaches an unbearable pitch, by means of their high-flying critical trcat-
* Cf. Ilo&tede de Groof, " Die moderno Theologie in den Niednr-landen," 1870, p. 29, et seq.